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The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes, The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes, The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes, The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes,     
Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West     

    

    Parish PriestsParish PriestsParish PriestsParish Priests:  Fr. Andrew Johnson 01646 636966 frandrewj@btinternet.com  
 Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson 01646 636966  
 Postal Address:  The Vicarage, 172 Castle Way, Dale, Haverfordwest, SA62 3RN    
    Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452  gaynorford2846@btinternet.com        
    Church WardensChurch WardensChurch WardensChurch Wardens        
    Dale:   Peter Morgan 636625 Harriet Bishop 636668 
 St Brides:  Mary Lewis 636430, William Richards 636242 
 Marloes:   Yvonne Evans 636251 
      St Ishmaels:  Heather Phippen 562711  Christine Llewellin 07813 960637 
 Walwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270 
 Robeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693 
 Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah ----    Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Paul James 01646 636241  
                                        Aenon Aenon Aenon Aenon ----    Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Rev’d Jon Brewer 01646 635876    
            sandyhillchapel@gmail.com  

LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS:  
Marloes Village Store  and Post Office  is now closed.   
Mobile Post Office in Marloes  Thursday 13:00 Mobile Post Office in Marloes  Thursday 13:00 Mobile Post Office in Marloes  Thursday 13:00 Mobile Post Office in Marloes  Thursday 13:00 ----    14:00 opposite the Lobster Pot. 14:00 opposite the Lobster Pot. 14:00 opposite the Lobster Pot. 14:00 opposite the Lobster Pot.     
    

MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:    
Next visit  Friday  2nd Dec, 6th Jan 

New users can join on the day. .  
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am   Dale - Blue Anchor 
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am   Marloes - Toilets  - 12.15 am to 12.45 am 

Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) or Pembs CC website for info 
 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  
Thursday: Thursday: Thursday: Thursday:  St Ishmaels 11:15 - 12:15   Marloes  13:00 - 14:00 Dale 14:15—15:15  

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes: Emma Truelove 07896 
719409 
mvhbookings@hotmail.com 
St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club: 
Sports Club:  01646 636444 or 
Claire Sheil  07768 968016  
Walwyns Castle Village Hall: 
Jean Rees 01437 929813  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721 

EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk 



Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Dear Everyone, 

 Advent always brings a little friction in our household. You see, I am a Santa’s Little Help-
er and my husband is a Grinch.  

Alright, that is a little unfair, but you see, I love the annual turn towards Christmas. I enjoy 
choosing presents and packing them and writing cards and baking and getting the house 
ready. It gives me a great sense of comfort, security and rootedness when I cook my moth-
er’s recipes and those that came from my husband’s grandmother. When I put out the deco-
rations my child made when she was tiny and the ones I remember from my own childhood 
that have survived so many moves and changes, I have a sense of peace because we have 
been far more resilient than we thought was possible. Whatever has happened in the year, 
now we celebrate that God is with us in Jesus Christ and always has been.  

And all that work takes time, so for me Advent is a joyful season of preparation and excite-
ment. It is hard work, yes, but it is work that reconnects me with the old that has proved 
itself to be good. 

For my husband, though, it is different.  

If my Advent looks back, his looks forward. It sharpens his longing for the fulfilment of God’s 
promises, for the time when violence will be so unthinkable that weapons can be melted 
down for farm work, for the time when those now in exile from God and faith, turn around 
and come home with joy and singing, for the time when God puts right the wrongs of the 
world. He does not want to cover up the scars of life with tinsel or numb its pain with feast-
ing. Advent for him is a time for waking up, for doing good, for being better. It is a time for 
crying out in the dark night for justice and for mercy.  

So, heaven help you if you start singing Christmas carols before you have fully appreciated 
the Advent ones! 

And, surely, Jesus is the King of both/and. He is both human and divine. His birth joins Heav-
en and Earth. He is both the beginning and the end. He is the first and he will be the last. 

Because Christmas Day will fall this year on a Sunday, this Advent will be the longest it can 
ever be, that must surely give us a little extra opportunity to try seeing someone else’s point 
of view. As we begin this time of preparation for Christmas in a year that is harder than many 
have known for a long time, perhaps those of us who are Grinches needs to learn a little 
from those who look back and gain confidence as they wait with longing for the fulfilment of 
all God has promised us. Perhaps, too, those of us who are Santa’s Little Helpers, need to 
make space in our business to look outward and forward, to make space for those in need in 
our circle of light and warmth and trust God for the future as well as finding him in the past. 
We do not have to pick sides or make a choice. Our God is bigger than that and we can be 
too. 

 With every blessing for a wonderful Christmas and a much better New Year for us all, 

Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



Marloes & St Brides 

Christmas Coffee Morning 

Saturday 3rd December 10.30am-12.30pm 

Marloes Village Hall 
 

Teas, coffees, cake stall, produce stall and raffle. Donations for hamper 
(which is to be raffled) to be handed to Pat Krelle. Monies raised go 

towards upkeep of churchyards for both Marloes and St Brides. 



HERBRANDSTON CHRISTMAS BINGO 

 

St Mary’s Church Christmas Bingo on Thursday 8th December 

held at Herbrandston Hub Doors open 7.pm eyes down 7.30 pm 

great prizes ALL WELCOME.  

 

The Herbrandston HUB Christmas BINGO on Thursday 15th Decem-

ber Great prizes. Doors open 7.p.m eyes down 7.30p.m. 



A Personal Note from Rhiannon Johnson 

 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be the last 6mes when I lead worship as the priest 

with pastoral responsibility for Walwyn’s Castle and for Robeston West. They pass into the 

good hands of my husband Andrew so I know they will be well cared for. I will remain or-

dained and carry out my work for the Diocese and the Cathedral, which can mostly be done 

from my study, I may even take the odd service here and there, but I cease having any pas-

toral responsibility. 

 The decision has been forced on me by my health. My condi6on is so unpredictable that 

I cannot give a parish the commitment or consistency it needs to thrive. Doing the standing 

necessary to take a service is very tough even on a good day and I have to rest all day to 

have a chance of making an evening mee6ng. I also cannot drive on my current medica6on. 

 I have loved being a parish priest. It was all I ever felt I really wanted to do. More than 

that, it has been a joy to serve those churches and communi6es. I have learnt so much, got 

to know so many fascina6ng and good people, had the deep privilege of standing beside 

people at their moments of greatest joy and sorrow and proclaim the goodness of God in 

faith, hope and love. 

 At 6mes of change, my mind o=en goes back to a quota6on. King George VI used it in 

his Christmas Broadcast in the dark days of 1939 and it was carved on his memorial. One 

book claims it was our late Queen, then just thirteen years old who brought the privately 

printed poem to his aBen6on. It was wriBen by Minnie Louise Haskins who taught at the 

London School of Economics and you probably know the words well- 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown". 

And he replied: 

"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you be�er than light and safer than a known way". 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

Herbrandston Christmas Fayre 

 

On Sunday 11th December, the Herbrandston HUB 

Christmas Fayre. 

Lots of Christmas stalls, SANTA’S GROTTO, and  

Milford Haven Town Band starting from 1p.m  



 

Marloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St Brides    
Meeting on Monday 14th November 
Community Issues 
Broadway Fibre Broadband 
Broadway fibre optic poles have been erect-
ed on private lands without land owners per-
mission. Broadway were pre-notified by Na-
tional Parks (PCNPA) that the poles cannot 
just be erected in high value landscape areas 
(this includes much of Marloes and St Brides). 
They need PCNPA permission.  
The community council have consistently 
asked Broadway to minimise additional poles. 
We have been advised that, contrary to what 
has been said to residents, Broadway can use 
existing Western Power poles – provided 
they use the correct consent paperwork. 
Affordable Housing 
Interest from ATEB in potential for 5 to 10 
new housing plots on part of the field read-
vertised as for sale – i.e. an extension to the 
Town Meadow Affordable Housing develop-
ment. PCC have been consulted by ATEB. 
This is still with ATEB.  
Cllrs CJ and PS explained the benefits of a 
supportive email: the last housing develop-
ment took over 12 years to complete, so we 
must do all we can to encourage a far short-
er timeline.  
Community Council in full support.  
Village Green / Footpaths / Beach 
Vicky Sewell PCNPA emailed by Cllr CJ 
(correspondence below). Community Coun-
cil awaiting reply.  
We have Community Council on Monday; could 
you please advise me re the following: 
Any progress on the Clock Tower to Glebe Lane 

footpath improvements? 
Musselwick Sands footpath: could you please 

research the possibility of a dog waste bin 
next to the gate off the road?  This path 
was bad all summer, and now it seems that 
a lot of locals have decided that it is the 
perfect place to take their dog and not both-
er to clear up afterwards. 

Recreation Area / Village Hall / Clock 

Tower 
Mark Burton (Recreation Area Committee) 
has quote for the upgrade of the village parks 
play equipment (£4,000). He will apply to the 
Enhancing Pembrokeshire grant.  
Community Council in full support.  
Community Council highlighted the new total 
of the enhancing Pembrokeshire grant - 
£22,338. Highlighted the importance of 
spending the monies on offer on the Marloes 
& St Brides community: “use it or lose it”. 
Highways  
Cllr CJ emailed Claire Williams regarding 
carried forward action points (email corre-
spondence below). Community Council 
awaiting reply.  
Potholes on C3102 between West Hook and 

Martins Haven car park. 
Speeding in Glebe Lane Marloes: could there be 

extra signage or speed bumps? 
Foxdale campsite entrance, Glebe Lane Marloes: 

exiting vehicles do not check for traffic be-
fore pulling out.  Should there be white 
lines? 

Church Close Marloes: PCC name sign fallen into 
disrepair. 

Glebe Lane Marloes: heights of hedges impairing 
road user visibility.  Owners’ obligations to 
keep trimmed. 

Foxdale owners supported point 3 (campsite 
entrance issues). The owners happy to sup-
port community council to look at white 
lines, turning mirrors, speed limit signs, etc.  
National Trust 
Mark Underhill – our Marloes Mere com-
ments acknowledged with thanks.    
Planning matters 
All planning items listed below on hold with 
PCNPA Development Control. Clerk to fol-
low up progress with PCNPA Development 
Control 
NP/22/0488/SCR  National Trust: Trehill/

Marloes Mere re-routing of track. 
NP/22/0367/FUL  Foxdale Guest House & 

Campsite Marloes  Replacement toilet 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



& showers, upgrade 5 touring pitches 
to mobile pods, change of use of re-
dundant annexe and upgrade/
replacement of ancillary static caravan. 

NP/22/0314/FUL –  Philbeach Farm SA62 
3QU - Conversion of redundant RAF 
wireless building which has been used 
for agricultural storage but is now in a 
bad state of repair into holiday let use. 

NP/22/0186/FUL – Musselwick Farm  - Cre-
ation of new field access with new 4.6 
metre wide gate on north  side of 
road between Marloes & Martins Ha-
ven. Approved, but major discrepancy 
between stated method and approved 
plans. 

NP/22/0240/FUL – Lower Ripperston Farm, 
St. Brides, Haverfordwest, Pembroke-
shire, SA62 3AH  The proposed demo-
lition of the modern farm buildings, and 
the construction of a replacement new 
build dwelling etc. 

Next Marloes & St Brides Community 
Council meeting date.  

Monday 12th December 2022.  Marloes Vil-
lage Hall 19.00 

Dale Dale Dale Dale ----    no meeting. Next meeting 7th 
December.     
    

St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels    
Minutes of meeting on 16th November 2022, 
held in the Sports Club 

PLANNING.  NP/22/0602/ FUL    West 
Lodge, Butterhill. 
The clerk reported a conversation with the 
relevant planning officer at P.C.N.P.A. and he 
understood from this that the application is 
for the purchase of West Lodge (N.B. not 
West Lodge Farmhouse, as stated in applica-
tion) by P.C.C. and its conversion from C3 
residential to a C2 children’s home. The 
proposal is for accommodation with three 
permanent beds and one emergency bed 
under the Disability Act. No Objection                                              
WAR MEMORIAL UPDATE:  Following 
a suggestion in the October council from 
Cllr. Lynda Thomas, the clerk had a meeting 
with the suggested member of the communi-
ty, who confirmed her willingness to join 
forces with the clerk to enable the construc-
tion of the memorial to progress rapidly to 
conclusion.                                                                                
A.O.B. It was reported that certain street-
lights were not working. Clerk to investi-
gate. Also the clerk was asked to investigate 
the lights being permanently on in the toilets 
by the sport’s field, especially as the building 
was now closed for the winter.                                                                                               
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   As the 
policy was not to have a meeting in Decem-
ber, the next meeting will be on  Wednes-
day, January 18th at 7.00 p.m. 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  

Marloes & St Brides Community Council 

Vacancy for a Community Councillor 
The vacancy is open to anyone aged 18 or over who meets the eligibility re-

quirements, which can be checked on the Electoral Commission website: 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

 
Applications can be made to the Clerk to the Community Council, Bradley 
Challinor. Telephone  07875 548056  Email bradleychallinor@hotmail.co.uk 

 
If you have any general enquiries you may contact 

Chair Louise Beal  07958 159791  /  Vice Chair Chris Jessop  01646 636789  



WALWYN’S CASTLE EVENTS  

 

COMMUNITY COFFEE & CHAT - The 3C’s  

At Walwyn’s Castle village hall , every 1st Tuesday of the month, 10am -12 pm. 

A 6me to catch up with friends old and new, over a coffee or tea and a cake or 

two. 

Everyone welcome. Minimal charge for refreshments . 

For more informa6on call  07496001932. 

 

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP,  

Saturday December 10th 

FESTIVE CHANDELIERS and HANGINGS. 

At Walwyn’s Castle Village Hall, 10am - 1pm.  

Create your own Christmas masterpiece all from  

recycled materials .  

Led by local ar6st, Kate Freeman . 

All materials, frames, beads, buBons etc and lights    provided. 

Or bring anything you want to include, to make it      personal 

to you. 

£20.00 per person, includes materials, glass of mulled wine, 

tea/coffee. 

To book your place, call 07973871646. 

 
 The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

 

Open by  
appointment 

 

Contact  
Harriet 636668  



It is the responsibility of each 
organisation to inform the 

editor of events  
for inclusion in the diary.  

DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary    

DECEMBER 
Fri 2 1300-1600 Coastlands School Christmas Fair, at the school 
Sat 3 1030 - 1230  Marloes & St Brides Christmas Coffee Morning,     
      Marloes  Village Hall 
Sat 3 1330 - 1630  Dale Christmas Craft Fair, Dale Coronation Hall 
Sat 3 1400  Wildlife Watch at Dale Fort - Christmas Decorations and   
      Wild Art - see advert 
Wed  7 1900  Dale Community Council, Coronation Hall 
Thu  8 1900  St Mary’s Church Herbrandston Christmas Bingo at the  HUB 
Sat 10  1000  Walwyn’s Castle Christmas Chandelier Workshop (see advert) 
Sat 10  1030  St Ishmaels Christmas Wreath workshop 
Sun 11  1300  Herbrandston HUB Christmas Fayre 
Mon 12  1900  Marloes and St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village  Hall 
Thu 15 1900  Herbrandston Christmas Bingo at the HUB 
Thu 15 onwards Christmas Wreath display, St Ishmaels Church, 
Thu 15 1900  Carol Service with wine and mince pies, St Ishmaels Church 
Sat  17 1630  Lantern Parade, Marloes 
Sun 18 1100  Carols and Christingle with wine and mince pies, Walwyn’s Castle 
Sun  18 1800  Carol Service, Dale 
Wed 21 1800  “Carols on the Green”, Walwyn's Castle 
Sat 24 1700  Lessons and Carols, St Brides Church 
Thu 29 1330  Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach Clean 
 
JANUARY 
Jan  7 1400  Wildlife Watch at Dale Fort - Garden Birds (see advert) 
Thu 12 1900  Social and Film Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Mon 16 1930  Coastlands History Group, Simon Hancock, “The  
      History of Haverfordwest in Forty Artefacts”, Marloes    
         Village Hall 
Wed 18 1900  St Ishmaels Community Council, Sports Club 



CHURCH SERVICES IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

 

ST ISHMAELS: 

11th December 11am communion 

15th December Carol Service 7pm in church with mulled wine and mince pies. We 

will be  joined by the Peninsula Songsters. (everyone very welcome and we have 

new lights outside to light your way) 

25th December 10.00 service with communion 

8th January 11am communion 

22nd January 11am communion 
 

MARLOES & ST BRIDES 

4th December - St Brides - 11am 

11th December - Marloes - 10.30am 

18th December - St Brides - 11am 

Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve, Lessons and Carols - St Brides - 5pm 

Sunday 25th December - Christmas Day - Marloes - 10.30am 

1st January - St Brides - 11am 

8th January - Marloes - 10.30am 

15th January - St Brides - 11am 

22nd January - Marloes - 10.30am 

29th January - St Brides Patronal Service (and therefore the only service for the 

peninsula) - 6me TBC but probably 11am 
 

DALE, WALWYN’S CASTLE AND ROBESTON WEST 

December 4th – Advent 2 

8.30am Holy Communion  Dale 

11am   Holy Communion Walwyn’s Castle 

December 11
th

- Advent 3 

11am  Holy Communion Robeston West 

December 18
th

- Advent 4 

11am  Carols and Chris6ngle Service followed by mulled wine and mince pies  

  Walwyn’s Castle 

6pm  Carol Service  Dale 

December 24
th

  Christmas Eve 

4pm  Crib Service     Dale 

9.30pm First Mass of Christmas  Walwyn’s Castle 

December 25
th

  Christmas Day 

10.30am Christmas Communion  Robeston West 

11am  Christmas Communion  Dale 

January 8
th   

11am  Holy Communion  Walwyn’s Castle 

January 15
th   

11am  Holy Communion  Robeston West 

        6pm  Evensong   Dale 

January 22nd  11am Holy Communion  Walwyn’s Castle 

January 29
th  

11am  Holy Communion  Dale  

 



   ST ISHMAELS CHURCH.. 

WREATH WORKSHOP 10th DECEMBER 

           10.30AM TO 3.00PM 

 

Come along and join our workshop. bring your lunch and any materials you 
may have such as bases, ribbons, dried and silk pieces and fresh foliage. 
Gaynor and Heather have lots of different ideas to show you. We are deco-
rating the church with wreaths for Christmas (see below) so you could make 
one for home and, if you want to, one to be displayed in church.  Plenty of 
tea and coffee provided, we look forward to seeing you all. 

St Ishmaels Church Monk Haven 

 

Christmas Wreaths Display 

15th December to Christmas Day 

Come and enjoy locally made Wreaths and enjoy a quiet 

moment too. 

Marloes Clock  
Residents, visitors and Marloes & St Brides Community Council would like to thank 

and acknowledge the dedica6on and commitment of David Howells for winding 

and maintaining the workings of Marloes Clock over the last 37 years. 

Since our Clock Tower was built in 1904 by Lord Kensington there have  been four 

official custodians:  William Lawrence Senior (his wife, Doris,  wound the clock 

during the 1
st

 World War);  William Lawrence Junior;  George Sturley and most 

recently  David Howells. 

We are delighted that local resident Jim Titley will con6nue the tradi6on and be-

come the new custodian and winder of Marloes Clock  



Come Together for Christmas with Sandy Hill Chapel: 
Sun 4th Dec   10:30am Advent Service. 

Sun 11th Dec 10:30am  All Age Worship - Christmas Jumper Sunday!! 

Sun 18th Dec 2:30pm Community Carols & Mince Pies with special guests     

     Cleddau Flute Choir. Come & enjoy! 

Saturday 24th Dec Christmas Eve, 3-4pm Carols at The Brook Inn with Sandy Hill Singers. 

Celebrate the reason for the season! 

Services: Jan 2023 

Sun 8th Jan   10:30am New Year Praise & Prayer followed by Communion. 

Sun 16th Jan 10:30pm All Age Worship 

Sun 22nd Jan 10:30pm All Age Worship 

Prayer Week Sun 22nd to 29th including …. 

Fri 28th 7:30pm Breathe Worship Night 

Sun 29th Jan 10:30pm All Age Worship.  

Look  out for another opportunity to do the Alpha Course Film Series in the New Year. 

Details: Revd Jon Brewer 01646 635876. 

Dale WI 

On Tuesday 1st November 2022 the WI held its AGM in the Corona-
tion Hall, Dale. Mary Lewis was elected President and Gail Smith Vice 
President, Yvonne Evans carried on in the position of Secretary and 
Nicola Hunt the Treasurer.  Reports were received from the President  
who mentioned our very successful Centenary Tea. The Secretary’s 
report was read by Harriett Bishop and the Accounts for the year were 
approved. 

At the same time a Business Meeting was held.  It was decided that 
the date of our trip to Picton Castle to see the Christmas decorations 
would be the 22nd November,  so more about that in our next report. 

The Christmas Party this year will take place on 13th December at 
7.00pm and the theme this year is “Festival”. 

Our first meeting in the New Year will be Tuesday 10th January 2023 
at 7.30pm. 

 

MARLOES SANDS MIDWINTER BEACH CLEAN 

Thursday 29th December 

Setting off from the car park at 13.30 

ALL COME AT OWN RISK 

U16s accompanied, please 



SUNSET WITH SUNFLOWERS 

In memory of Dave Lewis 
 
Never, a right moment for an artist to close the studio door; 
For all those vocations - painting, gardening, music, poetry, farming too: 
They don't have ends. 
 
Maybe there's no primed canvas on the easel, 
No paper ready-stretched on the watercolour board; 
But the sketchbook in their heads is always filling pages: 
Proof that out of that raw seething cloudy mash, 
The ugly racing ferment which is time passing, 
Imagination can ever distil pure truth, drop by drop, 
Clear firetingle inspiration. 
 
Dave, you should have stayed much longer – 
You, with your quiet work-alone skill, 
Your ‘Give me the key, and leave it to me’ 
Which grew us that wonderful crop of heartfelt sunflowers. 
At drama rehearsals, your quiet wit; 
For our history project, your imagined scenes in colours 
Bolder than we would have ever dared 
Which you could make work together, 
Thus conjuring such strong-voiced meaning from silent pigments… 
 
At least, now, no aching need to choose 
Between Pembrokeshire and Denmark: 
You're free to go wherever, even drop in on Vincent 
Hard at work in his sun-bitten fields, 
Perhaps set up nearby and have a bash yourself! 
 
Anywhere, now: it's up to you: 
No need to book, no tickets and boarding passes.  
And as henceforth your materials will have no weight 
Nor your boards, nor brushes, nor any other gear… 
Every day, happy fellow, you can head out with the lot. 
 
So we won't ever say Good Night, but – 
May the light always be with you! 



Mobile Library Service 

The County Council Mobile library Service is now fully operational following the covid pan-
demic.  The dates, times and locations for visits in this area are included on the inside cover 
of the newsletter.  In Marloes, for instance the next three visits are on Fridays -  2nd Decem-
ber, 6th January and 3rd February. The Van stops opposite Moriah Baptist Chapel.  What is 
needed is more take up of this service across all our Communities.   There is a wide variety 
of reading material - fiction and non-fiction; Welsh books; children's books in Welsh and 
English, and Audio books.  This service is free and there is no charge if a book is overdue, 
and the mobile service can be used alongside the main Library Service.   

There is also a Library at Home (Housebound) Service  - If you, or a family member are 
housebound, have access problems, or are unable to carry heavy item, you are welcome to 
apply for this service.  To request an application form for the Library At Home Service 
please contact George Edwards on 01437 776126, or e-mail 
george.edwards@pembrokeshire.gov.uk  Further information can be found by visiting 
www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/pembrokeshire-libraries/mobile-library-service-and-library-at-
home    

We have three winter months ahead of us, and using this Service may help to pass the time, 
and a new interest may develop for you to pursue in time to come. 

OFFER:  A FREE TREE FOR YOUR GARDEN 

The Welsh Government and Coed Cadw, the Woodland Trust in Wales, are offer-

ing trees to households in Wales, free of charge.  The trees will help tackle the 

effects of climate change and will also contribute to the Na6onal Forest for 

Wales.  The first 5,000 trees were given away in March 2022; between now and 

March 2023 Coed Cadw has 295,000 trees available on a first-come first served 

basis.  There are a number of different ways of obtaining them - go to 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk and search for Wales Tree Giveaway. 



Coastlands Local History Group. 
Who knew there were so many ferries in Pembrokeshire! Keith Johnson gave us a 
fascinating insight into the older ferries which plied their routes crossing rivers 
and estuaries around the county. Some with no obvious reason for doing so, but 
as they operated for a couple of hundred years there must have been one! It has 
to be said in today’s world most of the ferries described would never get H&S 
clearance, yet there are very few accounts of death and disasters. 
As we start to look towards 2023, there are some significant dates which we hope 
to mark.  During the year two War Memorials will mark their centenaries, Dale 
and St Ishmaels Memorial Hall which was started in 2021 but not finished until 
2023. The one War Memorial we have no recorded date for its dedication is Mar-
loes  but it must fall within a similar time frame. If anyone has any record of the 
date we would very much appreciate hearing from you!   
2023 will mark 50 years since the Dona Marika went aground off Lindsway. We 
would very much like to hear from anyone in St Ishmaels - or beyond -  who re-
members the events surrounding the Dona Marika either via diaries, photos, per-
sonal experience or involvement. We would like to put together a montage for a 
talk in the summer. 
Mrs Pam Haines is currently putting the finishing touches to a book she is writing 
on Kete and HMS Harrier, which we hope to launch sometime next year. All this 
suggests a programme which will be full and one we hope members will find enter-
taining. 
We start 2023 with an old friend and a very good speaker - Simon Hancock, who 
will be coming to talk on The History of Haverfordwest in Forty Artefacts – alt-
hough he admits that is the current number - it may be more by the time he 
comes to us! 
 
We wish all members and the wider community a very happy Christmas and best 
wishes for the new year.  
 
If you would like to become a member please contact us. It costs just £5.00 per 
person a year  
If you need any further clarification please contact Harriet (636668 )         

For Sale 

Four Winter Tyres 

Size: 205/65P15 94H  
Make: Falken Euro Winter  HS01 

Tread depths: 6mm, 5mm, 5mm, 8mm. 
Price: £100 

Contact: 07900007205   (Dale).  Could 

deliver. 



Social and Film 

Evenings 

2023 Season 

Doors open 7 pm 

Films start 7.30 pm 

All Welcome  Admission free    Refreshments    Dona>ons for running costs gratefully 

received. 

 

Jan 12 – 2020 delighQul true-crime caper with terrific lead performance from 

Jim Broadbent. 

Jan 26 – 1956 Technicolor Western starring John Wayne searching for his kid-

napped niece. 

Feb 9 – 2010 film starring Kenneth Branagh as Laurence Olivier and Michelle 

Williams as Marilyn Munroe. 

Future dates – films yet to be chosen - Feb 23, March 9 and March 28 

To be added to mailing list, to find out more about the films or to suggest films 

email  rosemary.meck@gmail.com 



 

Wildlife Watch:  

Wild Art, Christmas Decora>ons, and Bird Feeders 
Wildlife Watch is the junior sec6on of the Wildlife Trust and is an ex-

ci6ng and safe way to explore and learn about the natural world. The 

group is run by the staff at Dale Fort Field Studies Centre and takes place on the First Satur-

day of every month. Par6cipa6on is FREE. Next month’s will be on the 3
rd

 December be-

tween 2-3:30pm.  We will be making wild art and Christmas decora6ons! Before the session 

try to go for a walk and pick up anything that catches your eye: s6cks, pinecones, and 

stones are all good op6ons but anything will do. We will have spares if you forget!  

January’s session will take place on the 7
th

 between 2-3:30pm. We will be learning about 

some common garden birds and how to make your garden bird friendly in prepara6on for 

the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Watch (27
th

-29
th

 January). You can also make your own bird 

feeders which you can take back home with you to put in your garden! Bring along an old 

yoghurt pot or something similar. We will have spares if you forget! 

Tickets are available from Eventbrite at hBps://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wildlife-watch-wild

-art-and-christmas-decora6ons-6ckets-472515856647 for the December session and 

hBps://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wildlife-watch-big-garden-birdwatch-6ckets-

472542997827 for the January session. Each 6cket is valid for 1 child plus 1 accompanying 

adult. 

Email Will / Chloe on ea.df@field-studies-council.org, Telephone 01646 636205 or check 

Dale Fort’s Facebook page for more informa6on.  Hope to see you there! 

DALE AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

“WE'RE STILL HERE!” 
Fri 24TH & Sat 25TH MARCH  

 

The Coronation Hall is booked, and preparations have begun. 

If you'd like to be involved in this variety show in any way, 

on stage / backstage / technical / scenery / props / wardrobe / front of house… 

Chris Jessop 01646 636789  Anne Meeke 01646 636716 

CLOCK CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1 Smartphone – leave it alone, it knows what to do 

2. Oven – You need a Masters in Electronic Engineering or a hammer 
3. Sundial – Move one house to the left 
4. Car – Not worth it. Wait until March 



Can you compete with an 11 year old? (11-plus questions found in a 
paper from Dale School) 
 

1) Add 7 florins, 1 guinea, 136 pence and 17 fourpences.  
 

2) A train left London at 10.25am and arrived at Bristol at 1.03 pm. How long 
did the journey take? Another train arrived in Bristol at 2.52 pm and had taken 
34 minutes longer. What time did it leave London? 
 

3) A piece of ribbon is 10 yd long and 3 in broad. How many pieces 13 in long 
and 3 in broad can be cut from it, and what is the area of the piece left over? 
 

4) A butcher bought a side of beef weighing 3 cwt 62 lb at the rate 9d per lb. 
He sold 339 lb of it at the rate of 1s 2d per lb and the remainder at 10d per lb. 
What was his total gain? 
 

5) Find the cost of 37 lb 12 oz of tea at 2s 4d per lb. 
 

6) How many days are there from March 13th to July 23rd counting both dates 
mentioned? 
 

7) 5/7 of 4 gal 1 qt 1 pt 
 

8) A box containing 5 score eggs is bought for 12s. 6d. The eggs are sold at 2s 
6d per doz. What is the profit? 
 

9) In 5 years Tom will be twice as old as he was two years ago. How old is he 
now? 
 

10) Find the value of 8/15 divided by 4/5.  

 

For those of you under 50 there are 12d in 1s, 20s in £1, 21s in one guinea,  

2s in a florin, 112lb in a 1cwt, and a score is 20. 

Answers 
 

£2 12s   2) 2 hrs 38 mins  11:40 am   3) 27 pieces  27 sq in  4) £7 6s 2d   
5) £4 8s 1d  6) 133 days  7) 3 galls 1 pt   8) 8s 4d   9) 9 years old   

10) 2/3 





 
Robins and ChristmasRobins and ChristmasRobins and ChristmasRobins and Christmas    

Amazingly, I have never written about Rob-
ins before, and as Christmas Card season is 
coming up and a significant proportion of 
cards have Robins on them, l think it’s time 
to rectify the omission.  

The association between Robins and 
Christmas has several different origins. 
Firstly, the Robin is a colourful bird which is 
at its most obvious in winter, especially 
against a snowy background. That red 
breast just looks festive! 

In the mid 1800s, when Christmas cards had just become popular due to the introduction 
of the Penny Post, Victorian postmen were nick-named Robins due to their red uniform. 
The Robin then became associated with the idea of delivering Christmas cards. This old 
Christmas card  illustrates it well. 

Going much further back, legend has it that the robin's redbreast gives it a direct link to 
Christmas. It suggests that when the baby Jesus was in his manger in the stable, the fire 
which had been lit to keep him warm started to blaze up very strongly. A brown Robin, 
noticing that Mary had been distracted by the inn-keeper’s wife, placed himself between 
the fire and the face of baby Jesus. The robin fluffed out its feathers to protect the baby, 
but in so-doing its breast was scorched by the fire. This redness was then passed onto 
future generations of Robins.  

Robins used to be called Robin Redbreast, and before that, just Redbreast. The “Robin” 
became attached as a nickname (like “Jenny” Wren) and then eventually the Redbreast 
was dropped. In fact the official name in the British Ornithological Union list did not 
change to just “Robin” until 1971. 

I notice on the web that there is a lot of discussion about why Robins were not called 
Orangebreast. Many people consider the breast to be orange – have a look at the next 
Robin you see and draw your own conclusions. It is certainly not the colour of an orange. 
I think orangey-red would be a good compromise. And anyway, they couldn’t have been 
called Orangebreast as the word “orange” hadn’t been invented at the time Redbreast 
was first used.  

In the UK Robins are renowned for their liking for gardens and their tameness with hu-
mans. It is possible that they regard humans as rather large badgers or wild boars. Robins 
will follow these animals when they are hunting, hoping to snatch a few titbits disturbed by 
the animals. Apparently they also follow pheasants and moles for the same reason. When 
we dig the garden we are carrying out the same kind of activity and we are also kind 
enough to provide a very convenient perch in form of a spade handle or wheelbarrow.  
They can be so tame, feeding at one’s feet, that it is hard to avoid treading on them and 
this very confiding nature makes them very appealing to humans.  
 

I will write more about Robins, and their fascinating way of life, in the next issue of  Peninsula 
Papers.  

Rosemary Royle 
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